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Identity and Integration 
 

Flow chart for determining if an event, clothing item, or belief is an instance of 

tashabbuh bil-kuffar. 

 

 
 

 
 

Is the event, clothing or 
belief, a clear symbol of 

another religion? 

Yes No 

Is it a symbol of 
secularism (anti-religious); 

such as nationalism, 
feminism, liberalism etc. 

It is a case of tashabbuh 
bil-kuffar (imitating the 
disbelievers), and it is 

impermissible. 

Yes 

No 

Was it previously a symbol 
of another religion or anti-
religious ideology, but not 

anymore? 

No 

Yes, but mostly areligious today 

It was never a symbol of 
any previous religion. 

Thus, it is not a case of 
tashabbuh bil-kuffar. It is 

areligious. 

It was, but most of its 
association and 

connotation today is 
secular (areligious). It is not 

a case of tashabbuh bil-

It was, and though a lot of its 
connotation and association 

today is secular (areligious), but it 
is still understood as a symbol of 
a religion by its adherents. It is a 

case of tashabbuh bil-kuffar. 
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